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1 * finds it in ſome meaſure neceſſary to prefix one to the 
| — work. For it may be a matter of more than mere 


| a Country Curate, equally unknown to Pheabus, and the re- 
| public of letters, undertook this T ranſlation 3 3 and in what 
anger he has endeavoured to perform . 9 
5 previous to this, the Reader may be deflrous 1 "OR 
Light acquaintance. with the Original Author, With a defire 
fo natural, a curioſity ſo commendable, the Tranſlator would 
chearfully comply but unfortunately for all partics, it is not 
in his power. For all he knows of him is, that he appears 
1 native of France, and—as the world may infer, from the 
| purity of his ſtyle, poſſibly” a Parifan, * Neither has he received 
: any anecdotes concerning him, which might throw ſome light 
o many paſſages in this work; nor has he heard of any other 
p ice of his, beſides the preſent Fables, to make his 
name, whenever it is known, immortal. Wich his Fables —quiſquir 


fait ill.—are intermixed (which explains all the occaſional re- 


es to F able I. and the TI ſome others from a different” 
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aſcript, by a foreign gentleman, with an aſfſurance of their be- 
ſeemed to bear ſo near a reſemblance 


mily, and clothe them in the ſame. attire. Of this ſtep the 
. a 2 1 ; 69 for both the trouble 


chem into the ſame fa« . 
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. unanimouſly agree, that he never laboured his language more >, 
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offer any apology for printing the Original along with the : 


Tranſlation. | Fer: when this method has been purſued, by Mr. 2} „ 
many years age; when Tacirus, and the BAsI14 of 
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| hv wack, the An enen manger. ho | | 
| has' endeavoured: te perform it. Perhaps his making uſe of te ; 
Heroie Meaſure. may at: once be an unſurmountable obſtacle tig | 
nis reception. His.) reaſon: for chuſing, that particular meas _ 
| fire the Reader will - diſcover in dus time.—At-- preſent. he 1 
grants the Hudibraſtic manner, abſtraſtod from the triplicity df 5 + 


bis chimes, has been till lately the general ,ychiele! f Fables. 
But in oppaſition ta tis method, might not one bs; permitted 
to argue thus? The meafure adopted hy PHADANS: is * . 
nee en -moſt proper for Fables But the meaſurs rg 3 

unkus is the Engliſh. Heroic, For: ſo it undoubtedly. is, „ 
. candied intra; Aeanndainad 6d $4.2. 9s - 
other: times, as far as the Heroic line reaches- Will it pot” 
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follow. Asal den the Engliſh, Heroic js: the moſt. proper 22 

foi 4 ta r 7 a een e 3 | 8 IR | ö 

"Da Aa, us proceed to E — — 

Honacn, one of: the; fineſt writers, and moſt accurate judges — — | 
of propriety, even in the Avgpſtan atze itſelf, bas applyed. gu 

| Hergid menſure ta- more, Fables than one- And che Crisis 
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The incomparable Bard of Twick nam, "of hls is pro- nt 
„ poſed- ac model for all future verſifiers. Let us hear the eri- „ | 
—— vicaland elegant Mauuorn'sopinion by) this fubjet.—« Thun. 
_ Evenzonws, [ſays he, T have brought before you ſome of 
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: | -the:moſt ;renowni'd. of our Britiſh bards, contending, as it —_ 7 : 

„ for the prize of Poetry: And there can be no doubt to whom | „„ © 
2 it belongs. Mr. Porz, ſeems, indeed, to have raiſed: our . 
bers to the higheſt poſſible: perfection of-ftrength and. h | dd 0: 
and 1 bean, all the e that the. beſt ſucceeding Poets can 2 

un be that they have happily 1 
: 7 "hes ati mmm e en . : 

| fandacd of verſification, let us examine with all the 1 „ 


- defemnce- thus) to.. ſo. ſuperior a genius,—in-what, this orthodoxy 5 
conſiſts. To this purpoſe, it will be neceſſary. to recur to his own, EF 35 = 
Letter to Mr. Wa lsEH on this E er e 

| taking! his obſervations in order as they lie. RES. 

1 And to leſſen, in ſome meaſure, the. 5 of this feruting, 1 . 5 I 

The Writer begs it may be obſerved, chat he preſumes nut FEES — 

; | to oppoſe any one of thoſe rules; but only 90 try whether ſoms _— RR: 

_ | few of them. may not, by = little culture, be raiſed (0 an (pl 3 
| e of perfection. Mr. Pork ſays, There are in- 1 5 


1 certain niceties, which tho” not much obſerved even 
by correft [Verkifiers, . I cannot but think deſerve to be better 5 
regarded. I would: object to the Repetition of the ſame Rhimes 
85 7 within four. or fix lines of each other, as tireſome to che err T7 
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9 in this caſe is ; abſolutely acoeſlity. - Permit us to 
” e ter moments on A — is 


5 6 


Dn terminations 3 and adds with e 
ment, apply a ſufficient number of Rhimes. Let 0s” Nane 


© © fappoſe that, our vowels and diphtliongs Furniſh us with only 

1 5 .  tnjebve different Hunde g in chis caſe, there is no neckffty for 

( | amopetition. of even che "fame! ſounds, in dwenty-four lines. 

q ION 85 Ad fuppoling chere ire but ten different terminations ng 

nm de ch of thelſe.follnds, (we ſpeak no of terminations that tn 

=: 5 Sund welt) then there might be 480 lines —und fuppoſing for 

2 = the different tenſes. of verbs, and plural numbers of nouns not 

= = e in e 'fnal;—<double the amber or to be more enadt, 

=_ "becauſe fereral-of :theſe would coincide = 

= Ns with - ter chen there would be nd le | 
OR "than Jud lines, or, 360 Withont one repetition. Docs 


volt then Mr. Porn, by showing the occaſional retum of ms 
3 8 8 ON identical e vitkin —_ or r dine, fall nga? . 
33 m. 9 — ee eee N 506" . 
3 ether ge timer us dong. Now when 90 is the ſtandard of perfec- 
OS. Bens de abe will allow: hiniflf to fall, 89 times ſhort of it, ran. OD 
deeper be fad to have taten much pains to obtain it. It will 
de breed, chat dhe Author is peaking of what üs poffble 19 
deen by way of imptovement in this caſe, and fot of the 


a eng it. Fer il perſen muſt be obliged to ring 
5 5 | vvery/Rhime, as he makes uſe of it, in the ſame manher that 


ä ſchool- boys do birds eggs; or at leaſt have u ſtring of Rhimes, | | 
nn ere ene dene with it, to. 
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1 : | — to this based 1 But che [Author, To 
others mild, as to himſelf ſevere, „without preſuming to die- 


tate to others, eſpecially in works of length, has laid it down | 


28 2 rule to himielt (as he foreſau ĩt might without much 


difficulty be followed, never to- admit the repetition of che 
ane Rhimes into the longeſt of theſe Fables. And he believes 
he has: invariably. purſued it; as invariably, as the unanſwer- . 


able, immortal CLI INewon rn did the directions laid down 
by bie antagoniſt for the management of his anſwe. 
Another fault, at leaſt. a blemiſh, fümilar to the. laſt, 8 
quently recuts in the beſt Verſißers: which is, the eloſing of 
eight or ten lines together, or more, with different Rhymes, 
indeed, but with the - ſame, long vowel unvariedly preſeryed.— 

A few examples will make this very: inte le. And they 
| ſhall be drawn from. an excellent writer, whom, out of the 
5 1 reverence, the. Author, will not name. Thus we. find 


grace, e a few pages after plain, vein—ſurvey, away — 


n, 1 game, fame - praiſe, days remains, veins. And pain, 
=diſpair,.. pray” 'x—ſtate, hate—grace,, race—and debates, fates _ 


” name. Now let ang . N . 170% Qin. 8 to- FT 


gether; ending. with the ſound of : the ſame long vowel, and 
anſwer ingenuouſſy, Whether he does notſ feel ſomething. of- 
fenſive to his ear 7 To deal honeſtly. with his Readers, the 
Author would not have mentioned this obſervation, which. be 
does not fecollect to have wet With before had it not been 
to condemn himſelf: for, a fault which he has been guilty, of 


too often; tho? he e not above ä . . 
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iaſe-ef: mez game—head; faid—day, away—ſhare, war— ; 
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mall auß in Verfifiedtion.. Aud as te the common alluſion 
mae, in defence of this, to the uſe of diſeords. in inuſic ; it 


5 = eettalnty 1 p hted, and can properly org en 


Stel "ncevduitin « of 'k 33 or e ig: "the 


— . thee? "chew Pu ; e 
Aud in line mi 


Nn 7. . . fa 
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: Waere erk of ten "#7 Ig ther EL ad” a. pauſe 
it the "Tourth, nt, . Arth | K Is -upon thefe- the 

er rette, auc upon che judicious change aad management of 
which depends the variety” of Verſification. "Now I fancy; 
chat to preſerve an exact and variety, the pauſes of 
* fourth" or ſhith ſhould noe be continued aboye' three” lines | 
together, without the in | of - another; elſe it will be 
"apt 0 weary the ear with' 0 8 ETA at leaſt ir toes. 
wine: That at che fifth runs 1, and carries not quite ſo 
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dead a" weight, ſo tires not tv mich tho it be continued 
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LL wee hav exe ho pans ut on: e table une in 
2d proceed SLES e e asd to the Mar- EE ST 
quis of Nonmatity,” ys; haue long Mad by me we 
—_ of un Engliſh” Profodin; "containing: all . eechanical Y 
erfification, wherein 1 dee treated with forme" end F 

2 ths Feet, the Quant — But 

* have not strictly obſerxed ene ere Which 1 can 
teach” others,” and after many other reaſons ſummarily given - — 
A be ai hs your Lordikip' has adviſed me net co 1 
| publiſh” "that" little" which" 1 know, 1 look! on your counſet'ns — | . i 
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ple 80 rewoke it, and leave me* * betty 46" ke my 
thoughts public Thus far Mr. DMTDEW What were the 
- ruſes'which chat eminent Writer laid down; and which he gen 

rage eee not may obſerved," we” pretend 
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A fo places on which the ear may reſt, tho: it is 
certain the Cæfura may occaſionally! falf on the third, or be 
Wette o . She — i this cafe it ir may be 
.... ͤ lt" pode 


| vines: d * See aw Fer a little. "lint. . 


N a not be m 8 65 ver e occaſionally | 
on the third, - it. would extend to 24 lines, and. by arry ing it | 
whe Event” place,” which is very frequent in MriTON, it 
Wight be contirnied 14e lines; and by protriting it to cke 
Fg 8 b 1 
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is no neceſſity A ringing changes on the ceſural; pauſes, in 
his extraordinary manners but when the /variation; might be 
ſo far continued, the; reſting. feveral times together on the very 
dme place, ſeems a, Jazy.;endeayour- aſter" perfection. May one 


| grin to ay, that, Mr. r 2 ohe ue 


che expreffion) in this caſe, Ang hace eca 


dhe lines 


| 8 Jaid. are een, 60 
dne latitude 0. “ . tix i wore tun, mer con- 
. perſon ft "lym 20.lings. in lee, gn 4.one, might. yen 


dure 2 trifling wager, that; 3 W them at leaſt will 
| e the cur. on the fourth places, - and on, *. 
* ob ame, place for .ſeveral- times eee In itte 
2 op 1s ng me 
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neceſſary, from the remark of à gen- 
tleman gular emin 00 o the polite, and. ren world; 

who, N47 this was -Girſt named, to him. immediately anſwered 
5 4. Mr. Por either neglected nog ais. A0 he is ſtill 

Were, convinced of it from the practice ;0f u. ne are. 
„ whe beſides, oyery other ccompulnment o of à complete 
* bas varied bis reſts, Cad it, would, never, be without de- 
| | fign), for a whole page dingly. the Author has 
_ diverſified his, pauſes without intermiſſion, . Excepting in an ine 

- Nance) ee ic was Wer eee to e 
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in his perſuaſion chat this 


bn E A * 
"Tha tis Pegats "was? ſo ſpiritleſs, chat it required: no. more 
than à feeble hand to manage him as he pleaſed. The remark 


is readily admitted: but he begs leave, in return, to obſerve 
chat, had the aerial courſer been twiee as untractable, he could | 
e guided him with caſe. And as he hopes there are witk- 
in che realm five hundred: god as he, and poſſibly" fifty times 
| benerg therefor, TOS © a” Nv 4h or 4 age win at 
"Wks might be ae, it were e . e 
manner. For he is modeſtly of 3 ale bean de amo. 
proportion d 700% that 1. does , M. ig 64 
1 be high time to pr ds rules of Mr. Nn 
As to che caſe of the Elifion of the former vowels when two 
of them accideftally appear to joſtle one anorher; he . 
the point to be ſettled between Mr. Pork and Mr. DvD, 
Dor more properly to- the - ear; which has been his ſole di- 
rectreſs in this matter. And with reſpect to the de, and the 
aid 0 our forefathers, Where thoſe: expletives were made uſe 
of to aſſiſt che rlrymes, and not merely to ſtrengrhen the af- 
firmation; le declares, bree aſſures the world that he did not in- 
tend from the firſt to ha ve any thing to de with them. As to 
the Alexandrine lines, for which Mr. Daran is blamed by 
Mr. Porx, on account of cheir being too frequently introduced 
into his later werks; the Autho is inelinable to believe that 
_ they were einployed in à great manner to diverſify Bis pauſes. 
For his own part, he does dot recol ct that he has ever had 
recourſe to them, but when he thought them: neceſſary to de- 
ſeribe ſomething of real or affected pomp; or occaſionally to 
be Aa greater ſolemnity to the concluſion of his Morals.— He 
is per ae that” his Readers, 825 Wink it e that, * 


5 


A — agrees With. Mr. Popx ; which is, the waking | 


an echo o the ſenſe. 6e Je is e 


By, 


_ Rp te ver Gunds, as welt as words, to 0 10 2 
8 Were is. (if "ne. Ro it 0) . ane ** nd. 
=_ pe in dee . torrent er debug, 6 
_  _ ;«: wrote ner Eye 780 where elle chat T know of 
do any obſeryable degree. Thie, I think, is what very fow | 1 5 
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A by 2 rival Witz way be judged what can be enpected from the 

ddt diligent endeayours after [this imagery of ſaunds.” The = 

 _- , Author: may ſay with «more! juſtice; ., What can be expected nm 

| . 9 N from bim, in anſwer to this bold attack from ſo formidable, an 

EL. 3 . antagenift?- Moſt evidently. khie eoneluſſon, Were it gver ſo 

| mt, is unfairly drawn. For, by what laws of argumentation 

e it be proved, that becauſe one man has ſeemingly failed 

; u one attempt, therefore both he and every man living muſt , 
2 cot cyer fail ig every attempt of a ſimilar nature) Would it 85 

Vet dem hence follow, that heeaufe dhe Walter: of this Preface 


5 - 


7 -Y 2 
2 * 5 2 * * 4 , 


5 Pin E by A 'S E: 55 5 xv. — 
Aae bei e a periodical. work, the! + Rambler 2 1 


ſtante, would have been unequal” to it; therefore Dr. Jonxsůoꝝ 1 7 
himſelf could not write it; and on ee e „% 


= x. perfarmboce'? - It is not a little. furprizing, chat ſo complete 
a maſter of language thould have received: fo invincible an an- | 
 tipathy-to one of its greateſt beauties.— In the Grammar pre- „ 
fixed to his Dictionary, Dr. WALLIs is introduced „/00 > 
thus': © In the native worde of our language ie to be found 
2 great agreement between the letters ani che thing ſighifted; „ 
and therefore the ſounds of letters ſimaller, ſharper, louder rr, 
dloſer, ſofter, fronger, clearer, more obſcure, and more ſtridu- 3 
lous, do very often intimate the like effects in the thing fignis . Die 
_ Afterwards, in many inſtances which he gon, 14 ant, -* +27 
in many more, we may obſerve}? ſays he, et the agreement: 1 
| of ſuch sort of ſounde with che chinge fignified;z and chi 
frequently happene, that ſcarce any language that 1 Know can 
be compared with ours.” Which worde Dr. Joxnsox prefaces 


thus: % The following remarks, extracted from „ EE | 
e , but ee than ſolidity, and ſuch as 1 — 


3 fice . the Tam $i ar n 

5 warlly. granted, as before he had proved, too much ? But leav- : wo 
ing the two Doctors to ſettle this point, the Author refers his . — 
Reader, —uhither indeed every Reader is generally referred on 8 
this occaſion, to Dr. Cr AAx r' Notes en the third boek of 

Homer's Iliad. And that eminent Divine, whatever might be 
bis fondneſs for Howen, tis well known, was not too eaſy in 8 4 
admitting any truth but what appeared with intuitive evidence, — 
or was built on the cleareſt deductions of reaſon, To Dr. 5 ve 1 
n which — 18 the _ of the V 
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upon this, as the only Antediluvian Fable in the world. The SpeRtator 

has preſerved ſome Love-letters of the ſame date: But whether he col- 
lected them at Grand Cairo, or had them tranſcribed from Seth's Pillars, 
Lis left to the deciſion of the Antiquarians,—One cannot help remarking, 
that amongſt the amazing variety of Novels, which are daily pouring in 
upon the public, not one (ſo far as the Author remembers) is founded on 


the zra above-mentioned : tho* ſuch a h 72 n executed, 
would certainly be well received. 

A luzuriancy, and even a languor of expreſſion will be found in many 
Parts of this Fable; but whether this neceſſarily aroſe from the ſubject of 
it, or proceeded from 
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ON er che flood, 8 Nature's reign began, ; 
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Not now he ruſhes. headlong to the fire, 
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Enjoys its genial, ſaſftary heat. 
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| Flung careleſs by, his Gun, accurs'd machine ! 

In poliſh'd ſplendors flaſh'd aſlant the green. N 

Boftly along the path, with watchful air, 6 

Now liſtening ſtood, now pac d the timid Hy, 8 

But when. the fatal engine Pierc c'd her fight, 1 

She twice three bounds ſprings backwards with ebe, 

And flies with eagle ſpeed: ſurrounding fears | POET. 

Flaſh in her eyes, and thunder in her ears. 10 

ebb her terrors: ſoon a curious flame © FN OE 

Arreſts her ſoul,” and kindles thro' her frame. 

To view the poliſh'd | gun, the female burns, 

That hideous engine,—there her dread. ret. 
On hefitation's beam, her ſoul diſtreſs d e tet (1-45: ee 

By wiſhful awe, hangs balane'd. in her en LL HD 

Her hopes prepon@'rate : lightly mounts her 8 

And flow her hardier ſteps move, trembling, near. 

She liſtens ;—ſtops :—walks round with cautious ftride, 

And all its fabric views on every fide, | 20 
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- Je porte dans mon ſein la mort; 
Je terraſſe le cerf—— Quoi 2 tu reſte e encore: 
Oui, répond Panimal : Je ris de tes. * 
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| TY No thu ader Vows, no voice, . bold, | 
With firm aſſurance ſtrokes th' undreaded mold : „ 
LE ts down the barrels length, adventerous, blows z =O © 
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Death flaſhes, in- fierce thunder, from i womb; 7 
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+  Screen'd the rude influence of the Cohen wind. | 
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And faw each freſh-nerw'd hind to labour riſe, VV 
Thus ſpoke the ſire: Well, how ſucceed your pains ?” 
< Succeed !—Untouch'd, Sir, the hard taſk remains,” ? 
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2526. ] The patient man in the land: of Uz would} have 8 all 
bis miſerable comforters for honeſt Jerom. For the ſays: Let me be 
weighed in an even balance! How happy is it for this nation, that not 
one corrupt judge has among us fince the reign of the Tudors ! 
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ce What, without me, proud triflers, were your doom an 
Jerom, with patient audience, heard th' alarm, 
In judge - like ſtate.— ſupported on his arm; 
And, no brib'd * **** but an upright Varks, 
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| 14 You: BELLs, admit this axiom too, I hope, | 
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« But, ill our ſolemn offices it . 
To waſte our precious hours in vain diſputes. 2 
5s ec Our learned Dean, whoſe lectures all N 
ce Has late aſſur d me from a heathen bard, | 
„ Whoſe golden words, —O let their force pat; 31 
« A moral alt for . for the tale. —.— — . 


1 65 . 1 loftieft. eminence, a fade, | | 
Debarr'd the firm ſupport | of ſocial aid. 
The ſpade and ſceptre Nature has ally'd, Tl 
To 90 th unaided 1 of nainly-ſoaring Pride, Ks 8 
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Des mai, cet i ſoeur du pfigten s... 
Et de Toiſeau de Ganymdde : F 
Vous me n womans longtems; 


. NOTES Tone 7 IMI TAT IO NS. 3 5 
The Reader is deſired to look back to the firſt note on the ſecond Fable. 
This Fable will be found in Dodfley's elegant collection: But whether 

our country. min, or the foreigner,” was the inventor of f it, 1s left unde · 

termine. . 5 

132.—14.] 2 . The ſtory is as Gone. it is not 

the Commentator's intention to foreſtal the bufineſs of a Dictionary. 
14.1 Unfainting—ſtands in the fame predicament with yellowing, in the 

| firſt Fable: to which the Author humbly. begs leave to refer. 
18. Tho' proſtrate Greece ſhould bleed at every vein. Pore. 
24 And bids earth roll, nor feels the idle whirl,” Tons. 
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FH IL E graz'd a "Lately Ox « one 1 mom, 
A weary FLy fat perching on his horn: 
"Shs thought, with high-ſwoll'n vapity. elate, 
Her bulk gigantic, mountainous her weight; 1 „ e 
And her exhauſted. ſtrength repair d by reſt, 5 | | 5 | DE. 
Thus to the OTEER. ber gentle voice addreſs d: „„ 1 © 
Faint you beneath my load? kind creature, * 4 8 5 
4 Then will your grateful ſervant fly away.“ „„ 1 bw 
The Ox, ſtill browſing, unconcern bd reply'd :| 9 08 ja i, | 1 f | 
„ Who's there, that feebly- ſpeaks anear my fide 7 1 „ 
. Tis I, the ſiſter 6f che fertile ſpring, | 1 
« And ſiſter of the bird, whoſe royal wing 
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70 this belong the variegdichs meg io ett cao 
„ Behold that purple Pink: What rich attire! - 
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Daſh'd by the driving winds, and guſhing flood, 
: He dragg'd his deep-drench'd footſteps tow'rds the > wood: 
But, ere ſafe ſhelter'd midſt the bowery ſeat, 
A haſty ſhafe funk whiſtling at his feet 
15 Lanch'd from a treach rous arm. - Aghaſt, his eyes 
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40 * elſe 1 Kg its Hennes in i thy heart.” 


Be filent, ſons of dul: no more complain 3 


Vain are your cenſures, and your murmurs vain? | 
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